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REGULATIONS

Modus of the tournament and regulations for participation

SWIFT (Swiss International Fencing Tournament for Students) is an epee-fencing tournament for teams of students enrolled at a University.

There will be two independent competitions for eight female and eight male teams. The composition of the teams is planned as follows:

· 6 teams from six different countries

· 1 Swiss team, selected by the Swiss University Sports Association

· 1 team of the Academic Fencing Club Bern (AFCB), the organising club

Every nation that is invited to the tournament can participate with one team of female students and/or one team of male students. A team consists of three fencers and, optionally, one reserve fencer.

Each team can be accompanied by one coach / team captain. Space in the University sports facilities is limited. Therefore, we can provide free accommodation for five persons per team only (i.e. 5 men and 5 women per nation). For additional persons, e.g. drivers, referees or further coaches, the AFCB will organize simpel accomodation, which has to be paid by the nations themselves. 

Special regulations for referees: it is in the interest of the organizers that each nation provides a referee for the tournament. Therefore, we will try to accommodate referees in the University sports facilities, even if the number of five people per team is exceeded. 

Compensations: a referee receives CHF 30.- for each half day of refereeing or CHF 100.- if he/she is available during the whole tournament. In addition to that CHF 60.- for each night, that a referee has to stay in a hotel.

Eligibility for participation of fencers in a team is regulated according to the FISU regulations (Fédération Internationale du Sport Universitaire). 

Primarily, only national teams are taken into consideration. For the AFCB, this condition is fulfilled if all team members are either members of the AFCB or enrolled as students at the University of Berne.

Mixed teams (fencers of different nationalities) and teams that do not fulfill the requirements of the FISU regulations (e.g. due to the age of a team member) can be registered as a backup team. The organizer reserves the right to control compliance with FISU regulations.

Participants are obliged to exclusively use equipment that conforms with FIE regulations. Team captains are responsible for compliance with regulations. If required, fencing equipment can be borrowed from the organizer. The organizer disclaims all liability for damages that can be attributed to equipment non-compliant with regulations.

Regulations regarding tournament modus and ranking

Two competitions are carried out in parallel. Alternately, there is one round of matches for females and one round for males.

On Saturday, 5 rounds of matches are executed, on Sunday morning 2 matches. Saturday morning the tournament starts with the female competition, on Sunday the men are the first to fence.

The organizer determines the sequence of matches. Results of preceding years and the names of the registered fencers are taken into account.

Each tournament is a team competition. Each of 8 teams fences every other team. At the same time, results of individual fencers are used in an individual classification.

The competition follows the regulations of the FIE with one exception: ground judges are excluded. The "relay race" mode (9 x 5 = 45 touches) will be used for each team encounter.

The fencer with the higher number of touches wins the bout (4 : 3 or 5 : 6). If two fencers score 5 touches each, no victory is counted for this bout (5:5 = D/D, double défaite).  

If fencers do not keep to the correct sequence of bouts within one match, all incorrect bouts need to be repeated.

The team ranking*) is based on:

a) Number of team victories.

b) Difference between touches made minus touches received.

c) More administered touches.

d) If all the above are equal, team captains can choose between
– Decision by drawing lots (both team captains need to agree to this option)
– Barrage: a bout to 5 touches / 3 minutes.

*)
A backup team can win the competition as follows: Win of the gold medal, but not the small cowbell. The victory does not count for winning the large cowbell either (= great tournament prize for a national team that wins the competition for the third time). 

The individual ranking is based on:

a) Number of individual victories.

b) Difference between touches made minus touches received.

c) More administered touches.

d) If all the above are equal, fencers can choose between
– Decision by drawing lots (both fencers need to agree to this option)
– Barrage: a bout to 5 touches / 3 minutes.
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